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Inspection details

In this inspection we visited the Scenic Road 186,
specifically:

*Quebrada Sonora
*Rio Espiritu Santo
Quebrada Grande

*Rio Grande Bridge

We also made observations and took photos along
the route and adjacent areas, near the forest

Inspection team: Tamaris Jordan (USFS) and Ana
Trujillo (Corazén Latino)

RoaDp 186

LAUTION:
Poor RoAD
CONDITIONS

El Toro Wilderness 4=
E Trailhead - km 10.8

- Scenic View - km 12 E

Intersection with Road 956 -
km 13.3

Take 956 to continue to the Ruta

Escénica Mirador de El Yunque.

Connect to 957 N and Route 66.

M Quebrada Grande - - E

Recreation Site - km 15.8 E S
Parking, picnic and day use facilities. Short
trail on left to picnic shelters and river.

Rio Grande Bridge - km 14.4 o

Crosses the Rio Grande River which
eventually connects to the Rio Espiritu
Santo just before reaching the ocean.

E E Rio Espiritu Santo <=

Observation Point- km 18.9
Panoramic view. Bridge crosses the Rio
Espiritu Santo (Holy Spirit River). Parking
along the road and in small grassy area.

Several waterfalls.

Road 960 Intersection - km 17
Scenic View

=§ El Verde Research Field Station - km 19.5
*Closed to the public* Built in 1937 as a leader of
tropical research; ongoing long-term research
continues.

EQuebrada Sonadora - km 19.8 ¢

Sonadora Stream and Waterfall

¥ Eliza Colberg Girl Scouts Camp - km 22
*Closed to the public* Begun in 1950 as a summer day
camp; still in operation. www.cgspr.org/

hﬁ?"&ﬂd Mobile App:

Portalito HUB: El Verde - km 22.1 4=
*Closed to the public* Historic Ranger Station
& Residence built by the CCC in 1930's,

Search in the App Store:  Visit the web version:
El Yunque NF (OnCell eynf.oncell.com
e

(. Abp Store
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Road 9966
Connects to El Yunque's Main
Recreation Corridor on Road 191

The USDA is an equal opportunity
provider and employer

Road 3
km 24.7 - Intersection
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Forest Service



Summary of Insights

During our visit to the National Forest El Yunque today, we
observed a considerable amount of trash and several illegal
dumping sites accumulating near the rivers and other
recreational areas along scenic Route 186.

The waste along Scenic Route 186 appears to be linked to
two main sources: recreational activities and ongoing
construction projects, posing a serious threat to the local
environment. Waste from recreational activities included
plastics, food packaging, beverage bottles (glass and i
plastic); beverage cans, cups and plates (plastics), grocery»‘:-”
bags and other debris left behind by visitors. On the other
hand, construction generates small rubbles, orange
construction site nest, and other building materials that can
end up in natural areas if not properly managed.
Additionally, we observed several small illegal dumping
sites with tires and appliances.
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We observed varlous types of was.te scattered across dlfferent
areas |nd|cat|ng |mpr0per dlspo§aT methods and Iltterlng

L ’13 Need for Better W\ste Management

. % % The mspectlon hlghllghted an urgent need for improved waste
' management practices, cleanups activities, including waste
collection points and develop specnflc waste management

4 -.initiatives tailored to the areas in partners with munici palltles

A ;',,"_ local tourist businesses, construction workers, communltles
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Scenic Route 186 - small illegal dumping sites (Km. 21.2 y 21. 8)
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Scenic Route 186 - small illegal dumping sites (Km. 21)




Quebrada Sonadora km 19.8 — Trash associated with recreation and offering activities (ofrendas -
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Quebrada Espiritu Santo km 19.8 — Trash associated with recreational activities
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Quebrada Grande km 15.8 — Trash associated with recreational activities




Scenic Route 186 - small illegal dumping sites (Km. 14.9)
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Rio Grande - km 14.4 — Trash associated w




Road 960 - intersection with Road 186 — lllegal dumping site
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Road 960 - intersection with Road 186 — lllegal dumping site



Next steps

Cleanups in the areas:

June 13t - Sonadora and Espiritu
Santo Quebrada Cleanup.
Volunteers: 20 teachers from
Humacao Educational Region.

July 19t - Sonadora and Espiritu
Santo Quebrada Cleanup.
Volunteers: 20 teachers around
Puerto Rico
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